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INDEPENDENCE, Mo., May 24, 1864—5.40 p. in. Col. GEORGE H. HALL,
Commanding, Jefferson City, Mo. :
It is reported that rebels from Price's army are crossing the rivei1 at McGirk's Island, below Portland, and that a rebel mail passes that way via Cuba, on Southwest Branch,    Send scouting party, with instructions to waylay the route. By order of Brigadier-General Brown :
J. H. STEQEB, Assistant Adjutant- General.
SPRINGFIELD, Mo., May 24, 18.64. Maj. O. D. GREENE,
Assistant Adjutant- General :
Colonel Harrison dispatches that it is impossible for him to keep up the wires from Fayetteville to Cross Hollow. I shall station two companies at Cross Hollow. Major Burch says that Colonel Adah-is again on Spavinaw with 200 men, and that Marmaduke is reported to be on White Stone Prairie with 1,500 men. The report in regard to Marmaduke is not reliable, in my opinion. There is a force of about 400 rebels on White River, below Buffalo City.
I expect that Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, Second Arkansas, attacked the force on White E/iver yesterday or day before. Major Burch will attack and drive off Adair's force in a few days. IThe force that attacked Lamar represented to the citizens that they were a part of Marmaduke's command. I have withdrawn my forces in Arkansas to Forsyth, .Berryville, and Cassville, where there is grazing for horses, and where I have them better in hand.
JOHN B. SANBORN, Briyadier- General, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OP NORTH MISSOURI,
Saint Joseph, Mo., May 24, 1864. Brigadier-General FISK,
Saint Louis, Mo.:
The arms of Captain. Bywaters' Paw Paw company at Camden Point were stolen after being deposited in a building for shipment; about forty stand taken. There are various surmises in the matter. Captain Woods is in the city, asking to be relieved, and probably will resign. Several delegates from Weston and other places in' Clay and Platte Counties" represent serious troubles about to ensue. When are you coming ?
G. A. HOLLOWAY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
SAINT Louis, Mo., May 24, 1864. Capt. G. A. HOLLOWAY,
Assistant Adjutant- General:
I leave here this p. m., via Hannibal, for Saint Joseph. Have waited General Rosecrans' return, that I might get a definite answer as to troops. Have sent you several telegrams since Friday last. field, and it will require thirty days to reorganize, equip, and refit them. I ani not yet advised of the condition of Major-General Steele's troops, but it will take some time to replace the losses of material. Those of General Smith are in good condition, except as to supplies. It will take ten days to equip them, but they may be used at once, if necessary. The failure of the Red River expedition was fixed when that army returned to Grand Ecore. Whether it could have been successfully prosecuted after the battle of April 9 is questionable. In my judgment it could not have been, and the return of the army from Alexandria after the safety of the gun-boats had been secured was necessary. No new expedition by the line of the Red River should be undertaken. Its navigation has always been treacherous and unreliable, and even when good the character of its banks is such that gun-boats can be but of little service in keeping it open. It would require a. force equal to the operating army to keep open its communications.
